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The 2007 Annual Conference of the European
Society of Criminology will be jointly organized
by the University of Bologna, Department of
Education Sciences (Faculty of Vocational
Training Sciences) and the Service for the
development of Safety Policies and Local Police
of the Regione Emilia-Romagna.

Both these institutions have been point of
reference for many sociologists and
criminologists in Italy and have given a relevant
contribution to  the development of
criminological thought and fo the cooperation
with other scholars in Europe.

Following the tradition of the European Society
Conferences of the past years, the Bologna
Conference 2007 will embraces most of the
issues about crime, crime prevention, deviance
and criminal policies which are currently at the
centre of criminological thought in Europe, with
a particular focus on the topic of local/global
crime phenomena, of the role of local
communities in crime prevention reaction and
strategies, of the overlapping and coordination
of European institutions, national states,
regional and local governments in the
governance of crime. In few words: in the
changes and crossing of boundaries both of
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crime phenomena and of prevention and control
strategies in post-modern societies.

The central aims of the conference are the
following. Firstly, to enhance exchanges and
cooperation among scholars in Europe (and also
scholars coming from outside Europe), between
academics and other institutions (local
governments, police, etfc.) involved in crime
matters and in the development of crime
control and prevention. Secondly, we expect
that the conference will give a contribution to
the general development of criminological
thought - especially in Southern Europe - in
order to single out better ways to understand -
and to react to - crime phenomena in their post
modern, local/global fashion and in their
relationship with the social dynamic of
unsafety, fear of crime and community
mobilization and regeneration.
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Bologna is world famous. Even its nicknames
have become well known symbols. Bologna “the
Learned" (/a dotta) refers to its famous
University, "Alma Mater Studiorum” founded in
1088, the first in the world.

Bologna is a city that down through the ages
has always respected the pragmatic, free spirit
that fired the first scholars of the “Studio”.
The town welcomed students from all over
Europe, playing the difficult role of mater
nobelium studiorum, the mother of noble
studies, and providing a social context where
absolute freedom was enjoyed. The original
school of law was soon joined by the schools of
medicine, then philosophy, arithmetic, logic,
rhetoric and grammar. Bologna played host to
the greatest names in European culture: the
poets Dante and Petrarch, Thomas Becket,
Archbishop  of  Canterbury, Copernicus,
Erasmus of Rotterdam, Paracelsus and
Torquato Tasso.

Bologha is "the Learned” also on account of its
musical traditions. Padre Martini, Mozart,
Wagner and many others helped make the city
a major focus on the world music scene.
Bologna "/a dotta” was also the birthplace of
people like Giorgio Morandi, Galvani, Righi and
Guglielmo Marconi.



